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work. The author, we happen to know, has had The 
Unwilling Vestal on his mind for some thirty years 
and writes out of a fulness of knowledge that may well 
lead him to dissent from some of the reviewer's con- 
clusions. Our final suggestion may be unacceptable 
to Mr. White after writing sq charmingly and without 
the slightest taint of pedantry a book intended pri- 
marily to entertain: The Unwilling Vestal could 
profitably be assigned to young Latinists to review 
for class-room purposes, or to a Classical Club of 
undergraduates for an evening of discussion, or to an 
advanced class in Private Life or Roman Religion 
for serious analysis and verification upon the basis of 
our ancient authorities. We plan to commit several 
of these sins ourselves. 



University of 
Pennsylvania. 



Walton Brooks McDaniel. 



Essais d' Etymologie et de Critique Verbale Latines; 
Recueil de Travaux Publies par la Faculty des 
Lettres de 1' University de Neuchatel, Septieme 
Fascicule. Par Max Niedermann. Paris and 
Neuchatel: Attinger Freres (1918). Pp.119. 

At the close of his Preface, dated July 31, 191 8, 
Professor Niedermann thanks his faculty and La Society 
Academique de Neuchatel for having made possible 
the publication of his book "en depit des difficulty de 
1' heure actuelle". Honor to the Swiss University 
which carried on the cause of scholarship even in 
dark days! 

These pages contain a miscellany of etymologies 
and elucidations of difficult passages in certain epi- 
graphic and Vulgar Latin texts. The whole book is 
tied together by a single method — a method as sound as 
it is uncommon. In matters of etymology Niedermann 
is particularly concerned to gather all possible light 
from the resources of Latin itself and from a pains- 
taking study of the semantic problems involved. In 
textual matters he calls in the help of scientific gram- 
mar. In short, Niedermann has given us a brief 
demonstration of the interdependence of the study 
of Latin texts and the study of the Latin language. 

Possibly the most interesting of the etymological 
articles is that on parma (pages 36-45). After examin- 
ing and rejecting the previously suggested etymologies, 
not one of which really has anything in its favor except 
phonetic possibility, and some not even that, our 
author suggests that palma, in its original sense of 
'hand' (Greek iraXd^r;), formed a diminutive palmula, 
which was changed by dissimulation to parmula. 
Many examples are cited from various languages of 
'diminutives' in form but not in sense; e.g. armitta, 
'bracelet', from armus, 'arm', and manicula, 'handle 
of the plough', from manus, 'hand' ; in a similar fashion 
parmula came to me,an 'shield'. Professor Petersen's 
monograph on Greek Diminutives in -tar, particularly 
98 ff., might have suggested that parmula was not a 
true diminutive at all, but contained some earlier 



meaning of the suffix; at any rate, the meaning of 
the derivative seems to be parallel with that of armitta 
and manicula. Parma, then, is a retrograde derivative 
of parmula, just as pugna cones from pugnare, which 
is itself a derivative of pugnus, 'fist'. 

On pages 55 f . there is a discussion of an epigraphical 
dedication to Priapus, C. I. L. 5. 28o3=Carmina Epi- 
graphica 861 : 

Villicus aerari quondam, nunc cultor agelli, 
haec tibi perspectus templa Priape dico. 
Perspeclus, in the sense of probatus, is to be taken with 
Priape. There are many Latin examples of the 
vocative in -us, as Audi tu, populus Albanus (Livy 
1.24.7); but for exact parallels to our passage Nieder- 
mann goes to tj>l\os S> Mer4\ae (II. 4.189), oCXos Sretpe 
(sic, II. 2.8), and the Lithuanian adjectives, which 
differ from the nouns in having lost the vocative 
form. 

Of particular interest to grammarians is a footnote on 
pages 31 f., concerning Indo-European dh. The new 
hypothesis has the advantage of making the second 
consonant of medius from *medhios and of ruber from 
*rudhros a voiced sound from the earliest times, instead 
of assuming an interval of voicelessness in the Italic 
period. 
Columbia University. E. H. STURTEVANT. 



HARVARD STUDIES IN CLASSICAL PHILOLOGY, 
VOLUME XXIX 

Volume XXIX of Harvard Studies in Classical 
Philology contains three papers: Plato's View of 
Poetry, 1-75, by William Chase Greene; Collations 
of the Manuscripts of Aristophanes' Aves, by John 
Williams White and Earnest Cary, 77-131; Joseph 
Scaliger's Estimates of Greek and Latin Authors, by 
George W. Robinson (133-176). A page in the 
volume is dedicated to a brief record of Professor 
White's service at Harvard. 

Mr. Greene's essay is a revision of his doctoral 
dissertation, Quid de Poetis Plato Censuerit, presented 
to Harvard University in 1 91 7. The study is carefully 
documented, by references to Plato and other Greek 
writers, and to modern scholars who have written about 
Plato. He sums up on pages 73-75. We must not 
hope, he says, to find in Plato's writings a definite 
formula that shall represent Plato's views. 

Mr. Robinson regards Joseph Scaliger as "the great- 
est scholar of modern times — if not indeed of all times", 
and feels that, therefore, a peculiar value attaches to 
his estimates of the classical writers. A few of these 
estimates had been collected and arranged in Sir 
Thomas Blount's Censura Celebriorum Authorum 
(1690), but most of them had been uncollected, till Mr. 
Robinson • himself read through the huge bulk of 
Scaliger's writings, and presented the results in the 
present paper. Mr. Robinson has also included the 
Scaligerana, memoranda of Scaliger's informal conver- 



